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TOWN OF McBEE  

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

APRIL 5, 2016 

 

Present:  Mayor John Campolong, Charlie Sutton, Marilyn Fields, Marion Stephens, 

Martin Driggers - Town Attorney, and Terri King (Administrator) 

 

Absent:  A. C. McLeod, Jr. 

 

Note to Minutes:  Terri King, Administrator, typed minutes. 

 

Meeting Called to Order: Mayor John Campolong called meeting to order. 

 

Invocation: Rev. Wayne Williams 

 

Pledge of Allegiance  

 

Motion to Approve Minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on March 1, 2016 made by 

Councilwoman Marilyn Fields and seconded by Mayor John Campolong.  All were in favor. 

 

Motion to Approve Minutes from the Special Council Meeting held on March 15, 2016 made by 

Mayor John Campolong and seconded by Councilwoman Marilyn Fields.  All were in favor. 

 

Motion to donate $3,000 to Pee Dee Coalition from the Town’s Victim’s Advocate Fund made by 

Mayor John Campolong, seconded by Councilman Charlie Sutton.  All were in favor. 

 

Reports 

Administrator: Terri King 

2016 – 2017 Budget 

The work session for the 2016 – 2017 was held at 4:00 this afternoon, April 5.  We were able to review 

all the departments and will have the first reading of the 2016-2017 Budget at our May 3, 2016 regular 

meeting and the 2
nd

 reading and public hearing at the June 7, 2016 regular meeting. 

 

Body Wear Cameras for the Police Department 

The application for the funds to purchase 3 body wear cameras, for a cost of $1,852, has been 

submitted to the state.  Once the state releases the funds we will be able to purchase those cameras. 

The cameras will integrate with the software we currently have for the police car video system. 
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Indigent Defense 

The SC Supreme Court created Rule 602, which requires that public defenders represent those who 

cannot afford counsel to defend their municipal court cases.  The General Assembly has restricted 

public defenders from representing indigents in municipal court unless there is an agreement in place 

between the circuit public defender’s office and the municipality.  The result is that we will now carry 

the burden of paying for indigent defense without the benefit or acknowledgement of any contributions 

municipal residents already make to the cost associated with providing these services. 

 

We received and email from David Huntley, Chesterfield Town Administrator, stating that Judge 

Lisenby has met with Matt Rivers of the Public Defender’s Office about this situation.  The proposal is 

that the four municipal courts in Chesterfield County agree to share an annual fee of $2,000 to pay the 

Public Defender for indigent defense.  This would cover the first 4 cases, then $500 per case after that. 

 

The Judge will meet again with the Matt Rivers to finalize this arrangement and will contact each 

municipal court with the final decision.  McBee would need to put in the budget $500 for Public 

Defender cost. 

 

Utility Fund Transfers 

The SC Supreme Court ruled: “If a municipality transfers revenues to the general fund to pay for 

expenses related to and of benefit to the core services or functions of the fund from which the revenue 

is transferred, council should adopt a policy statement describing the benefit.” 

 

Currently the McBee Utility Fund transfers funds to the General Fund to reimburse for expenses paid; 

such as payroll wages, taxes, health insurance, retirement benefits, and actual expenses paid for 

supplies and equipment. 

 

Attorney Martin Driggers has reviewed the ruling and developed a policy for the Town.   

 

Motion to approve “Utility Revenue Transfer Policy” made by Mayor John Campolong, seconded 

by Councilwoman Marilyn Fields.  All were in favor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drug and Alcohol Policy 
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At our February Regular Council meeting, we discussed updating our Drug and Alcohol Free 

Workplace policy.  Councilman McLeod requested that Attorney Martin Driggers review the legalities 

of the policy to verify that “pre-employment” drug testing was legal.  He discussed this with Attorney 

Gregory Horton of Womble Carlyle Sandridge & Rice, who provided us with the guidelines of what is 

permissible and what is not in regards to employment drug testing. 

 

The policy presented in February is in compliance with these guidelines.   

 

SC Day of Service: May 21 

The SC Legislature and Governor Nikki Haley have declared May 21, 2016 the inaugural observation 

of “South Carolina Day of Service”.  This is a day of opportunity to volunteer as an individual, group, 

school, or business.  The Governor is requesting that localities become a part of this initiative by 

adopting a resolution acknowledging “South Carolina Day of Service”. 

 

Resolution endorsed by McBee Town Council to set May 21 as a Day of Service. 

 

Animal Complaint: Horses 

We have a residence in town that has placed horses on their property and we have received a couple of 

complaints.  The Town ordinance does prohibit live stock within the town limits. Chief Kemp has 

spoken with the property owner, who has stated that he will have the horses moved from his property. 

 

Yard Debris 

I need Council to give clarification on the Maintenance Department’s responsibilities of chipping and 

picking up yard debris when left by a paid landscaper.  Our Ordinance stipulates that we do not pick up 

behind paid individuals.  Our problem arises when we inform the homeowner of this and the 

homeowner’s response is that the individual who left the debris is a family member just helping them 

out. Do we make an issue of this, or do we pick up the debris. Our Ordinance states that we only spend 

30 minutes at a location to chip limbs and pick up debris.  If the homeowner would like additional time 

from the town, then a fee is charged.  The homeowner can wait for the next cycle for the limbs to be 

picked up or they can pay a fee for the additional trip.  I need Council to decide what the best way to 

handle these situations is.  

 

Council agreed to enforce the Ordinance as written. 
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Stolen Water 

It was discovered that a closed account for 257 E. Cedar has had water usage. The account was closed 

in 2007 and the house has been vacant. We noticed that someone had listed the address as their place 

of residence, so we investigated and discovered that 256,315 gallons of water has been used since 

2007.  No one has paid for this water usage and ownership of the property has changed 3 times since 

2007. Due to this, we have pulled the meter to prevent further usage from occurring. No one has come 

forward as a responsible party to this theft of water. 

 

This meter did have a locked lid, but someone had broken into the meter and hooked up to the water. 

 

Water Department 

Dennis Gardner of Oliver Environmental left his employment effective March 31, 2016.  He was 

working 4 hours per day Monday – Thursday with the Town’s water system.  He was responsible for 

work orders for the Town’s water customers, reading the meters for the monthly billing, and other 

situations that may have come up with the distribution system. 

 

Effective April 1, 2016 the Town’s maintenance department will assume some of these 

responsibilities.  The department will be responsible for the maintenance of the ¾ inch lines of the 

distribution system, monthly meter reading, 811 locates, meter installation, and other needed 

maintenance as it occurs. Oliver Environmental will continue to be contracted with the Town of O&M 

of the distribution system, chemical testing and reporting, flushing hydrants, and all well requirements 

per DHEC regulations 

 

Recreation Department – Director Shilon Green  

The first game will be April 18
th 

with concession stand being opened. A Family Day is being planned 

for May 13
th

 and 14
th

 with a tournament of area teams.   

 

Mayor Campolong: The lighting of the two baseball fields is in process, with work beginning in 

approximately 30 days and completed within 60 days. Musco lighting will be used for the fields. The 

Town approved the bid in the amount of $279,000 for the lighting of the two fields, which includes the 

electrical room set-up for future lighting of the other fields.  

 

Scoreboards are also being installed, these will be electronic scoreboards.  

 

Police Department – Chief Tim Kemp 

March was a busy month with more accidents and various other issues taking place during the month.  
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Councilman Marion Stephens 

Shilon and I have talked in regards to the dilapidated housing issue and we have put our sites on one 

area of concern.  I am working to find out who owns the property in order to contact them about our 

concerns. I hope to have more information at the next meeting. 

 

Motion to Amend the Agenda and to Enter Into Executive Session pursuant to SC Code FOIA 30-

4-70 (A)(b)(1)(2) to discuss legal matters, made by Mayor John Campolong and seconded by 

Councilman Charlie Sutton. All were in favor.  

 

Motion to come out of Executive Session to verify that only the items stated in the motion to enter 

into Executive Session were discussed during the Executive Session was made by Mayor John 

Campolong, seconded by Councilwoman Marilyn Fields. All were in favor. 

 

Motion to adjourn was made by Mayor John Campolong and seconded by Councilman Charlie 

Sutton. All were in favor. 

 


